Incredible Incense Impression
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LY ou shall make an ich' ing i ; . : —

Lymak o an Altar on whtcl? to b_nng incense up in smoke, of acacia wood shall you "~ Sforrio suggests that the Incense Altar was different from

: e it > Its ength a cubit; and its width a cubit — it shall be square — and its height two the other parts of the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle structure

cubits; from it shall its homns' be. 3 You shall cover it with pure gold, its roof and its walls all brouglit God's glory to the nation (25:69) and the sacrifical

around, and its horns, and you sh e e . ’ : offering credted the “meeting place” of God and Israel

it two ’Old Fl'n‘ s under its y ! al.l make for it a gold crown, all around. # You shall make for (29:43). Once the Taberacle and its service brought His

D0 g la gs u : €r-is Cr Ou_mpn its two corners, -you shall makeon its two sides; and it shall Presence to Israel, the incense was the prescribed means to

be housings for the staves, with which to carry it. ® You shall make the staves of acacia wood welcome the King and.show Him honor. Therefors, because

and‘.coyé{' tﬁem with gold. © You shall place it before the Partition that is by the Ark of the
Testimonial-tablets, in front of the Cover that is on the Testimonial-tablets, where I shall set My

the Incense Altar was necessitated by the successful comple-
tion of the entire complex, it is mentioned at the very end.

meetings with you( Xlpon it shall Aaron bring the spice incense up in smoke, every morning,

when he cleans the lamps he shall bring it up in smoke. 8 And when Aaron kindles the lamps
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Parashas Tetzaveh discusses the various priestly garments

worn by Aharon HaKohen, his children, and his descendants,
while the description of the vessels which made up the Mishkan
were previously noted in Parashas Terumah. The Ramban (30:1)
therefore wonders why Parashas Tetzaveh concludes with a

description of the Njvpa Nam, the Kefores (Incense) Altar, upon

. which the ketores was burned twice daily. Should this not have
Q been written in Parashas Terumah?

The Kedushas Levi (p. 51) offers the following explanation:
Aharon and his descendants were chosen by Hashem to serve Him
and perform the avodah, and the unique garments the Kohanim
wore gave them special status. Others might become jealous of
the privilege they had and the monopoly they enjoyed.

In fact, this is exactly what happened when Korach incited his
followers to rebel against the authority of Moshe (see Bamidbar
Ch. 16,17). Korach resented the fact that Moshe had chosen his
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brother Aharon to be the Kohen Gadol. Moshe had to prove that

it was Hashem Who had picked Aharon, and he proposed a test
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which would determine, once and for all, who indeed was Ha-
shem's choice as Kohen Gadol. That test was the incense service,
88 the pasuk (Bamidbar 16:6) says, Do this: Take for yourselves
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7~ fire pans — Korach and his entire assembly — and put fire in them

and place incense upon them before Hashem tomorrow. Then the

man whom Hashem will choose — he is the holy one. The end

was that Korach, his people, and all their belongings were mirac-
ulously swallowed up in the ground, while the 250 followers of

Korach were consumed by a Heavenly fire.
It was the ketores service that confirmed for all time the choice
of Aharon and his descendants as those chosen by Hashem to

ments and the inaugural service of the Mishkan performed by the

)

(iserve Him. Therefore, after the Torah describes the priestly gar-

Kohanim, which placed the crown of priesthood upon the heads of

Aharon and his sons, it concludes with a description of the Incense
Altar that was the Heavenly proof of the legitimacy of Aharon's
position. This also teaches that every person has a unique task in
[ife to fulfill. One should not be envious of the position or job with
* which another person has been Divinely endowed. It was this error
which brought about the downfall of Korach. '
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A beautiful explanation that provides insight into this link explores the

puzzling appearance of the ketores in the beginning of Parashas Ki Sisa.?

_ The ketores was the incense that was burned as an offering twice daily on

the Mizhe'ach HaZahav in the Mishkar:
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314 NOVOMINSK ON CHUMASH

~——The main purpose of this Mizbe’ach was to burn the ketores on

it, as its name indicates. It is interesting that the ketores mixture
includes. chelbenah, a root that gives off a foul-smelling odor. The
Gemara (Kerisus 6b) says that chelbenah evokes the sinners of
Kilal Yisrael. They too are represented in the ketores, because if
they cling to the tzaddikim, represented by the pleasant -smelling
\mcense they can be raised closer to Hashem.
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~—"The reason it was specifically through smell that the sinners of
Klal Yisrael have a tikkun can be explained with an enlightening
concept from the Bnei Yissaschar. Of the five senses, only four
were involved in the cheit of the Eitz HaDaas: Chavah heard the
snake’s words, she saw the fruit’s shine, she gave it with her hands
to Adam, and they both tasted it. Thus only the sense of smell
remained uncontaminated by sin. That is why the Gemara says
*(Berachos 43b) that the sense of smell produces enjoyment for the
ul. Because it was unaffected by the sin of the Eitz HaDaas, smell
is a sense with a spiritual dimension. ‘
~ That is why it is specifically through smell that the reshaim of
Kial Yisrael have their tikkun. Most of their deeds awaken Hash-
~.em’s wrath. It is with the power of smell, that spark of spirituality
that was never affected by sin, that they can still bring contentment
to Hashem.
MThis then is the ultimate purpose of the “inner” Mizbe’'ach — to
highlight and revive the innermost kedushah of even the sinners
.of Klal Yisrael. That is why the Torah speaks about the korban of
Yom Kippur. At the onset of Yom Kippur we ask permission from
Hashem and from the congregants to_pray together with the sin-
ners. The Tur (Orach Chaim 619) explains that since the chelbe-
nah was included in the kefores, we ask permission to have the
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Perhaps that is why the Torah separates this Mizbe’ach from the - - . , .
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48 Purim Eternal

The ketores contains eleven spi@iznﬁériegfau;m; the chelbenah does

(

not have a sweet aroma like the other ingredients. The chelbenah has an
extremely foul odor on its own, but when mixed with the other spices

34

It is so fitting, then, that the remez to Mordechai in the Torah is derived
specifically from Parashas Ki Sisa in the very section of the spices that
are contained in the ketores. The Gemara says that the name Mordechai
is hinted to in the spice “N37 M.” translated by Targum Onkelos as
N237 X1,% which is almost identical to the name *3779.°2 Why is this
the source for Mordechai’s name? The Yaaros Devash suggests that the

allusion to Mordechai is from the ketores because Mordechai gathered
al of the Jews together in tefillah and fasting—even the resha'im, in

of the ketores, it helped to create an even sweeter fragrance overall. The

\the same manner that the chelbenah is included in the ketores. He fur-

Gemara learns from here that even a person who has a spiritually foul ther comments that the word ketores also means “kesher,” a knot,™® and
~ Mordechai was able to bind together the entire tzibbur and thus create a

“odor” due to his aveiros should be included in the fasts and the tefillos
of Klal Yisrael, and then the entirety of the tefillah of the tzibbur will
become enhanced.® Rabbeinu Bachya elaborates on this concept and
writes that any Jewish gathering that does not include the sinners of

J Israelis not a true gathering. He stresses that there is a great sanctifica-

tion of Hashem's name whenever transgressors do teshuvah and become

included in the congregation.? This is the uniqueness of the ketores and "~

the beautiful aroma that emanates from it.

JInterestingly, the number ten generally symbolizes shleimus, complete-
&ness, as we see regarding a minyan, a quorum, for tefillah. Therefore,

one may have thought that the ketores would be complete with ten

weet-smelling spices. Why add an eleventh, especially if th

has a foul odor? The ketores comes to accentuate that by including the\y -

spice that may seem different, out of place, or even inferior, on its own,
we are really causing the entire mixture to be tremendously enhanced.

This may be the same lesson gleaned from the placemeﬁt of Parashas
Ki Sisa in Sefer Shemos. Sefer Shemos also contains eleven parshiyos. All
of the other ten speak of the theme of redemption from exile, while Ki
Sisa revolves around sin, which is the complete opposite of redemption.
Howevey, just as including the chelbenah transforms not only the chel-
benah from foul to sweet but also enhances the remaining ingredients,

[

gpecial kesher between Klal Yisrael and their Father in Heaven.!!

102 PuriM: REMOVING THE MASK
R. M‘J\ .

4. DEFINING -TRUTH AND FALSEH_OOD

This brings us to a very meaningful idea within Purim. As we know,

. 33

a prominent theme relating to Purim is that of “reversal.” The entire
miracle of our salvation took place through a series of reversals, as
recounted in the Megillah. Indeed, the salvation of the Jewish People
at that time is summed up by the Megillah itself with the words, “Jwi
xin—and the matter was reversed.”? It is fascinating to consider that
one of the greatest reversals that takes place on Purim happens within
the ideas of truth and falsehood themselves.

_During the year, when we seek to understand the truth about

urselves, and to that end speak of introspection and examining our

“inner” desires and goals, we are not talking about the innermost core.

Rather, we are discussing the layers that exist in between that core and *

(our external actions. These layers may indeed contain motives that (

are devious, dishonest, and selfish, rendering a righteous exterior as ’
A

“false.” Indeed, if a person wishes to be honest and true, he may have

so too, by including Ki Sisa in the book of geulah, not only does itbring 4 t0 concede that his inside is not as pure as his outside. This recognition

a form of redemption from the cheit, but it also elevates the overall level
of Hashra'as HaShechinah that exists among the Jewish nation.

SD\INhen Moshe Rabbeinu begged for mercy from Hashem as a result of

~

the cheit ha'egel, and Hashem accepted his plea for forgiveness, teshuvah
became a crucial part of the geulah of Klal Yisrael. The second luchos that
were given to Moshe in the aftermath of the cheit were brought down
on Yom Kippur, along with this new ability for Klal Yisrael to always
come back to Hashem on Yom Kippur through the process of teshuvah.
Therefore, in a sense, it was the cheit ha'egel itself that resulted in a
renewed potential for spiritual redemption. Consequently, just as the
“outlier spice” of the ketores improves the overall mixture, so too the
“outlier parashah” of Sefer Shemos uplifts the entire sefer and elevates it

to a higher level.

Rabbi Shmuel Brazil points out a beautiful remez to this lesson of the
ketores from the name chelbenah itself.5 The letters of the word 13a%n

X are the same as the roshei teivos of the phrase, “N123 *Hrawa b arn

p9wi—Every person is mandated to say, ‘For my sake the world was
created,”” which is a direct quote from a Mishnah in Sanhedrin.® This
Mishnah is teaching us how,_chashuv and significant each person is in

the e):es of Hashem,;uI ;(;r:sequer_nﬂy,_ how _important each person

~~ should be in his own perception, Even those who sin are still incredibly

significant and are worthy of having the entire world created just for
them. Therefore, it is so fitting that this allusion is specifically found
in the very word 112251, which contains this idea of the chashivus.of

every single person. Even if a certain individual h. jras,

Hashem still loves him unconditionally and awaits his teshuvah and his\

tefillos. Therefore, including such a person in the prayers of the tzibby
is an enhancement of the entire tzibbur. The word M1, congregation,
is even comprised of the roshei teivos of DWW D1M391 01X because a

tzibbur must be inclusive of all types.”

is not only valid, it is absolutely necessary as the basis for moral and

spiritual improvement, for one who deceives himself into thinking he

is completely pure has no chance of ever rising above his present level.
This is true throughout the course of the year. However, when we

zeach the day of Purim, all of the above is reversed! On Purim, we de-

% fine our “inner selves” not as the motives that lie beneath the surface

of our actions put as something more “inner” than that—the essence
that lies at the core of our being. That essence is indeed as pure as our

most righteous acts, perhaps purer. On this day, if a person says, “l am
atzaddik,” he has expressed a resounding truth; and if he says, “T am not
really such a good person inside,” he is a liar! Once we shift focus from

the motives behind our actions to the essence of our being, yesterday’s
statement of falsehood now expresses essential truth and yesterday’s
honest appraisal is an unacceptable lie.

Throughout the course of the jlear, we cannot be guided by these
innermost definitions, for otherwise we will never improve. But once a
year, on the day when the truth regarding our inner essence was revealed
to us all those centuries ago, these become our definitions. Moreover, as
we have mentioned, although the definitions of Purim and of the rest of
the year are opposite to each other, ultimately they empower each other.
Realizing how good we are on an essential level on this day will inspire and
empower us to become as good as we can be on a practical level every day!

5. HEAVEN SCENT

Let us develop this idea further by considering another element that
seems to feature prominently in the Purim story—the sense of smell.
It is most interesting that both of the main personalities who were
instrumental in bringing the miracle of our salvation about relate to
the sense of smell:



o Esther’s original name was Hadassah," related to the word
haddas—myrtle, which is known for its fragrance -

» Mordechai is identified by the Gemara as being a]luded toin the

Torah with the words mar dror,? which Onkelos translates as

mera dachya, which in turn is taken as a reference to Mordechai

(o7 m).® The section in the Torah where these words are

mentioned discusses the fragrant oil used for anointing the

Mishkan and its vessels.

Why are both protagonists in the Purim story associated with the

sense of smell? .
¥ The sense of smell represents a means through which one may sense
certain qualities possessed by an entity even if its external appearance

indicates othermse Sometlmes we form an 1mpress1on of something
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People, too, have more to them than meets the eye. To the naked eye,

they may appear distant and in a low state, perhaps even beyond salvagej

However, a more elevated and acute understanding of their essence
states that this is not the case. This is represented by the association of
both Esther and Mordechai with types of fragrance, for this embodies
the crucial and eternal lesson they taught the Jewish People about their
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